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Get a Head-start on ICD-10-PCS.
HIPAA regulations are expected to require facilities currently using ICD-9-CM 
Volume 3 to begin using ICD-10-PCS as a replacement. Jump start preparations  
for the future. To be fully prepared, train staff using this preview of the ICD-10-PCS 
code set, detailing much about the new coding system.

ß	Prepare for future coding systems

ß	Understand the impact of ICD-10-PCS

ß	Determine a course of action for implementation

ICD-10-PCS: A Preview of the Structure and  
Conventions of ICD-10-PCS 

n	 Detailed information about the 
structure and conventions of the new 
coding system. The format looks much 
like an ICD-10-PCS code book will look 
under the new system. 

n	 Easy-to-understand table format. 
Understanding the logic behind the 
code set helps coders choose the 
appropriate codes. 

n	 Official Coding Guidelines. A full 
understanding of the basic rules for 
this new coding system is critical to a 
successful transition.

n	 Basic tutorial with coding scenarios. 
Well-organized, user-friendly 
reference, offers step-by-step 

instructions for developing basic 
coding proficiency using the new 
code set and implementing it in your 
facility. 

n	 Provides information about the 
development of the code set and the 
current status of ICD-10-PCS. 

n	 Now Available - ICD-10-PCS Data 
File. Prepare your information 
systems and data collection processes 
with this source file that provides 
the complete list of codes with full 
descriptions for the 2008 draft of ICD-
10-CM for procedures and services 
(inpatient acute care facilities only).

Key Features and Benefits
ICD-10-PCS A Preview of the Structure and Conventions provides the entire ICD-
10-PCS code set with 2008 update. ICD-10-PCS is expected to replace the current 
ICD-9-CM system for medical documentation and reporting of inpatient procedures 
and services under HIPAA regulations.
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Coding Exercises 

Using the ICD-10-PCS tables construct the code that 
accurately represents the procedure performed. Answers 
to these coding exercises may be found in appendix F.

Medical Surgical Section
Procedure Code 

Excision of malignant melanoma from 
skin of right ear 

Laparoscopy with excision of 
endometrial implant from left ovary 

Percutaneous needle core biopsy of 
right kidney 

EGD with gastric biopsy 

Open endarterectomy of left common 
carotid artery 

Excision of basal cell carcinoma of 
lower lip 

Open excision of tail of pancreas 

Percutaneous biopsy of right 
gastrocnemius muscle 

Sigmoidoscopy with sigmoid 
polypectomy 

Open excision of lesion from right 
Achilles tendon 

Open resection of cecum 

Total excision of pituitary gland, open 

Explantation of left failed kidney, 
open 

Open left axillary total 
lymphadenectomy 

Laparoscopic-assisted total vaginal 
hysterectomy 

Right total mastectomy, open 

Open resection of papillary muscle 

Radical retropubic prostatectomy, 
open 

Laparoscopic cholecystectomy 

Endoscopic bilateral total maxillary 
sinusectomy 

Amputation at right elbow level 

Right below-knee amputation, 
proximal tibia/fibula 

Fifth ray carpometacarpal joint 
amputation, left hand 

Right leg and hip amputation through 
ischium 

DIP joint amputation of right thumb 

Right wrist joint amputation 

Trans-metatarsal amputation of foot 
at left big toe 

Mid-shaft amputation, right humerus 

Left fourth toe amputation, mid-
proximal phalanx 

Right above-knee amputation, distal 
femur 

Cryotherapy of wart on left hand 

Percutaneous radiofrequency 
ablation of right vocal cord lesion

Left heart catheterization with laser 
destruction of arrhythmogenic focus, 
A-V node

Cautery of nosebleed 

Transurethral endoscopic laser 
ablation of prostate 

Cautery of oozing varicose vein, left 
calf 

Laparoscopy with destruction of 
endometriosis, bilateral ovaries 

Laser coagulation of right retinal 
vessel hemorrhage, percutaneous 

Talc injection pleurodesis, left side 

Sclerotherapy of brachial plexus 
lesion, alcohol injection 

Forceps total mouth extraction, 
upper and lower teeth 

Removal of left thumbnail 

Extraction of right intraocular lens 
without replacement, open 

Laparoscopy with needle aspiration of 
ova for in vitro fertilization 

Nonexcisional debridement of skin 
ulcer, right foot 

Open stripping of abdominal fascia, 
right side 

Hysteroscopy with D&C, diagnostic 

Liposuction for medical purposes, left 
upper arm 

Removal of tattered right ear drum 
fragments with tweezers 

Microincisional phlebectomy of spider 
veins, right lower leg 

Procedure Code 
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Tables 

Central Nervous System 001–00X

0 Medical and Surgical
0 Central Nervous System
1 Bypass: Altering the route of passage of the contents of a tubular body part

Body Part
Character 4

Approach
Character 5

Device
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

6 Cerebral Ventricle 0 Open 7 Autologous Tissue 
Substitute

J Synthetic Substitute
K Nonautologous Tissue 

Substitute

0 Nasopharynx
1 Mastoid Sinus
2 Atrium
3 Blood Vessel
4 Pleural Cavity
5 Intestine
6 Peritoneal Cavity
7 Urinary Tract
8 Bone Marrow
B Cerebral Cisterns

U Spinal Canal 0 Open 7 Autologous Tissue 
Substitute

J Synthetic Substitute
K Nonautologous Tissue 

Substitute

4 Pleural Cavity
6 Peritoneal Cavity
7 Urinary Tract
9 Fallopian Tube

0 Medical and Surgical
0 Central Nervous System
2 Change: Taking out or off a device from a body part and putting back an identical or similar device in or on the same 

body part without cutting or puncturing the skin or a mucous membrane

Body Part
Character 4

Approach
Character 5

Device
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

0 Brain
E Cranial Nerve
U Spinal Canal

X External 0 Drainage Device
Y Other Device

Z No Qualifier

0 Medical and Surgical
0 Central Nervous System
5 Destruction: Eradicating all or a portion of a body part

Body Part
Character 4

Approach
Character 5

Device
Character 6

Qualifier
Character 7

0 Brain
1 Cerebral Meninges
2 Dura Mater
6 Cerebral Ventricle
7 Cerebral Hemisphere
8 Basal Ganglia
9 Thalamus
A Hypothalamus
B Pons
C Cerebellum
D Medulla Oblongata
F Olfactory Nerve
G Optic Nerve
H Oculomotor Nerve
J Trochlear Nerve
K Trigeminal Nerve
L Abducens Nerve
M Facial Nerve
N Acoustic Nerve
P Glossopharyngeal Nerve
Q Vagus Nerve
R Accessory Nerve
S Hypoglossal Nerve
T Spinal Meninges
W Cervical Spinal Cord
X Thoracic Spinal Cord
Y Lumbar Spinal Cord

0 Open
3 Percutaneous
4 Percutaneous Endoscopic

Z No Device T Stereotactic
U Nonstereotactic
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Appendix A: Root Operations Definitions

0 Medical and Surgical  
0 Alteration Definition: Modifying the natural anatomic structure of a body part without affecting the 

function of the body part 

Explanation: Principal purpose is to improve appearance 

Examples: Face lift, breast augmentation 

1 Bypass Definition: Altering the route of passage of the contents of a tubular body part 

Explanation: Rerouting contents around an area of a body part to another distal 
(downstream) area in the normal route; rerouting the contents to another 
different but similar route and body part; or to an abnormal route and another 
dissimilar body part. It includes one or more concurrent anastomoses with or 
without the use of a device such as autografts, tissue substitutes, and 
synthetic substitutes. 

Examples: Coronary artery bypass, colostomy formation 

2 Change Definition: Taking out or off a device from a body part and putting back an identical or 
similar device in or on the same body part without cutting or puncturing the 
skin or a mucous membrane 

Explanation:  None 

Example: Urinary catheter change, gastrostomy tube change 

3 Control Definition: Stopping, or attempting to stop, postprocedural bleeding 

Explanation: The site of the bleeding is coded as an anatomical region and not to a specific 
body part. 

Examples: Control of post-prostatectomy hemorrhage, control of post-tonsillectomy 
hemorrhage 

4 Creation Definition: Making a new structure that does not physically take the place of a body part 

Explanation: Used only for sex change operations where genitalia are made 

Examples: Creation of vagina in a male, creation of penis in a female 

5 Destruction Definition: Eradicating all or a portion of a body part 

Explanation: Used for the actual physical destruction of all or a portion of a body part by the 
direct use of energy, force or a destructive agent. None of the body part is taken 
out. 

Examples: Fulguration of rectal polyp, cautery of skin lesion 

6 Detachment Definition: Cutting off all or a portion of an extremity 

Explanation: Cutting off all or part of the upper or lower extremities 

Examples: Below knee amputation, disarticulation of shoulder 

7 Dilation Definition: Expanding an orifice or the lumen of a tubular body part 

Explanation: The orifice can be a natural orifice or an artificially created orifice. Dilation 
involves stretching a tubular body part using intraluminal pressure or by 
cutting part or all of wall of the tubular body part. 

Examples: Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty, pyloromyotomy 

8 Division Definition: Separating, without taking out, a body part 

Explanation: All or a portion of the body part is separated into two or more portions. 

Examples: Spinal cordotomy, osteotomy 

9 Drainage Definition: Taking or letting out fluids and/or gases from a body part 

Explanation: The qualifier diagnostic is used to identify drainage procedures that are 
biopsies. 

Examples: Thoracentesis, incision and drainage 

B Excision Definition: Cutting out or off, without replacement, a portion of a body part 

Explanation: The qualifier diagnostic is used to identify excision procedures that are 
biopsies.

Examples: Partial nephrectomy, liver biopsy 

C Extirpation Definition: Taking or cutting out solid matter from a body part 

Explanation: The solid matter may be an abnormal byproduct of a biological function or a 
foreign body. The solid matter is imbedded in a body part or is in the lumen of a 
tubular body part. The solid matter may or may not have been previously 
broken into pieces. No appreciable amount of the body part is taken out. 

Examples: Thrombectomy, choledocholithotomy 
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