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Answers to Your Toughest ICD-9-CM 
Procedure Coding Questions
Accurate code selection and assignment requires expertise in clinical and coding 
knowledge. Gain a comprehensive understanding of the ICD-9-CM procedure code 
set and answer your toughest questions with this informative reference that includes 
detailed descriptions and coding advice for all procedures. Plus! A focus on new 
codes for 2009. 

ß	Reduce the number of errors in code selection

ß	Understand procedures using medical record terminology

ß	Improve coding confidence with coding tips and scenarios

Coders’ Desk Reference for 
ICD-9-CM Procedures

n	 IngenixEdge®—Focus on 2009  
ICD-9-CM changes. New 2009 code 
information throughout this desk 
reference focuses on the impact on 
coding practices.

n	 IngenixEdge®—Detailed descriptions 
of procedures ordered numerically. 
Terminology found in the medical 
record is used to provide detailed 
explanations about ICD-9-CM 
procedure codes.

n	 IngenixEdge®—Comprehensive 
ICD-9-CM instructional chapter. 
Presents the conventions of  
ICD-9-CM, building the knowledge 
and skills needed to improve overall 
coding accuracy and efficiency. 

n	 IngenixEdge®—AHA’s Coding Clinic 
for ICD-9-CM references and summary 
of advice. Access official guidance and 
master correct coding practices to select 
the correct HIPAA-compliant code.

n	 Eponyms chapter. Common names 
and eponyms for procedures are cross-
referenced for quick code selection.

n	  Anatomy chapter. Illustrations of 
procedures and anatomy help the 
coder to understand procedures and 
the terms that impact coding.

n	 Coding scenarios and coding tips. 
Examples demonstrate correct coding 
assignment to help teach proper 
use of specific ICD-9-CM codes and 
improve overall coding accuracy. 

Key Features and Benefits
Coders’ Desk Reference for ICD-9-CM Procedures provides coders, coding 
managers, medical staff, payers and health care professionals with a 
comprehensive and informative guide to the ICD-9-CM procedure code set. 
Detailed coding advice and comprehensive clinical descriptions are hallmarks  
of this valuable reference and training resource.
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Eponym
s

Procedural Eponyms
An eponym is the name of a person who has given 
rise to the name of a particular place, tribe, 
discovery, or other item. In the medical profession, a 
disease or procedure may be known by the name of a 
person thought to have identified the disease or 
developed a surgical technique. This custom of 
identifying a procedure by the originator’s name may 
prove to be problematic for the coder. The following 
list includes most of the procedures described by 
eponym in Volume 3 of ICD-9-CM.

Abbe
construction of vagina 70.61

with graft or prosthesis 70.63

Aburel (intra-amniotic injection for abortion) 75.0

Adams
advancement of round ligament 69.22
crushing of nasal septum 21.88
excision of palmar fascia 82.35

Albee
bone peg, femoral neck 78.05
graft for slipping patella 78.06
sliding inlay graft, tibia 78.07

Albert (arthrodesis, knee) 81.22

Aldridge (-Studdiford) (urethral sling) 59.5

Alexander
prostatectomy

perineal 60.62
suprapubic 60.3

shortening of round ligaments of uterus 69.22

Alexander-Adams (shortening of round ligaments of 
uterus) 69.22

Almoor (extrapetrosal drainage) 20.22

Altemeier (perineal rectal pull-through) 48.49

Ammon (dacryocystotomy) 09.53

Anderson (tibial lengthening) 78.37

Anel (dilation of lacrimal duct) 09.42

Arslan (fenestration of inner ear) 20.61

Asai (larynx) 31.75

Baffes (interatrial transposition of venous return) 
35.91

Baldy-Webster (uterine suspension) 69.22

Ball
herniorrhaphy (inguinal)

bilateral
direct w/o graft 53.11

with graft 53.14

comb direct/indirect w/o graft 
53.13

with graft 53.16
indirect w/o graft 53.12

with graft 53.15
NOS w/o graft 53.10

with graft 53.17
unilateral

direct w/o graft 53.01
with graft 53.03

indirect w/o graft 53.02
with graft 53.04

NOS w/o graft 53.00
with graft 53.05

undercutting 49.02

Bankhart (capsular repair into glenoid, for shoulder 
dislocation) 81.82

Bardenheurer (ligation of innominate artery) 38.85

Barkan (goniotomy) 12.52
with goniopuncture 12.53

Barr (transfer of tibialis posterior tendon) 83.75

Barsky (closure of cleft hand) 82.82

Bassett (vulvectomy with inguinal lymph node 
dissection) 71.5, [40.3]

Bassini
herniorrhaphy (inguinal)

bilateral
direct w/o graft 53.11

with graft 53.14
comb direct/indirect w/o graft 
53.13

with graft 53.16
indirect w/o graft 53.12

with graft 53.15
NOS w/o graft 53.10

with graft 53.17
unilateral

direct w/o graft 53.01
with graft 53.03

indirect w/o graft 53.02
with graft 53.04

NOS w/o graft 53.00
with graft 53.05

undercutting 49.02

Batch-Spittler-McFaddin (knee disarticulation) 
84.16

Batista (partial ventriculectomy) (ventricular 
reduction) (ventricular remodeling) 37.35

Beck I (epicardial poudrage) 36.39
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00
00
Procedures and Interventions, 
Not Elsewhere Classified
This section of ICD-9-CM includes diagnostic and 
therapeutic procedures and interventions that are 
not elsewhere classified in Volume 3, as well as new 
and emerging technologies. The ICD-9-CM 
classification system for these procedures and 
interventions is divided into the following groups:

• Therapeutic Ultrasound (00.0)

• Pharmaceuticals (00.1)

• Intravascular Imaging of Blood Vessels (00.2)

• Computer-assisted Surgery (00.3)

• Adjunct Vascular System Procedures (00.4)

• Other Cardiovascular Procedures (00.5)

• Procedures on Blood Vessels (00.6)

• Other Hip Procedures (00.7)

• Other Knee and Hip Procedures (00.8)

• Other Procedures and Interventions (00.9)

Every subcategory in this chapter requires 
fourth-digit subclassification to further specify the 
type and/or site of intervention or procedure 
performed. Documentation in the medical record 
must support code assignment.

00.0 Therapeutic Ultrasound
Description
Therapeutic ultrasound, or intravascular 
sonotherapy, is an interventional treatment modality 
that utilizes lower frequency and higher-intensity 
levels of ultrasound energy than those employed in 
diagnostic ultrasound. Utilizing non-ablative energy 
to reduce intimal hyperplasia or restenosis 
associated with atherosclerotic vascular disease, 
therapeutic ultrasound permits healing of the 
vessels following stent implantation. It may also be 
used to treat recurring stenotic disease at a lesion in 
which a stent is already in place.

Coding Clarification
This code range is not appropriate for reporting 
diagnostic ultrasound, intracardiac 
echocardiography, or adjunctive intravascular 
imaging.

Documentation Tip
This treatment modality may be referred to in the 
operative note as anti-restenotic ultrasound or 
intravascular non-ablative ultrasound.

Coding Guidance
AHA: 4Q, ’02, 90

00.01 Therapeutic ultrasound of vessels of head and 
neck

Description
A needle is inserted percutaneously into a blood 
vessel of the head and neck. A guidewire is threaded 
through the needle into the blood vessel and the 
needle is removed. An intravascular ultrasound 
catheter is placed over the guidewire. The 
ultrasound catheter is utilized as non-ablative 
energy to reduce intimal hyperplasia or restenosis 
associated with atherosclerotic vascular disease. The 
catheter and guidewire are removed and pressure is 
applied over the puncture site to stop bleeding.

Coding Clarification
This code is used to report therapeutic ultrasound, 
not diagnostic ultrasound procedures.

Report ultrasonic embolectomy/thrombectomy of 
intracranial vessels or other head and neck vessels 
with 38.01 or 38.02.

For ultrasonic endarterectomy of intracranial 
vessels, report 38.11; for other head and neck 
vessels, report 38.12.

Ultrasonic angioplasty of head and neck vessels is 
reported with 39.50.

00.02 Therapeutic ultrasound of heart

Description
A needle is inserted percutaneously into a blood 
vessel of the groin and threaded through the vessel 
to the heart. A guidewire is threaded through the 
needle into the blood vessel and the needle is 
removed. An intravascular ultrasound catheter is 
placed over the guidewire. The ultrasound catheter 
is used as non-ablative treatment from inside the 
vessel to assess the area and extent of disease prior 
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